Efficacy of the anticancer agent cisplatin in the treatment of human cervical squamous carcinoma xenografted in nude mice.
Two human squamous carcinomas of the cervix, established by serial passage in nude mice, are described. The response of the tumours to cis-diamminedichloroplatinum (CDDP) was assessed by comparing tumour weights and by histological observations. Tumours treated with CDDP 10 mg/kg/week for 2 weeks regressed significantly and microscopy revealed extensive degeneration. Treatment with CDDP 5 mg/kg/week produced tumour growth retardation and microscopy showed some degenerative changes, however, viable cells, many of which were mitotic, were evident. There was, therefore, a dose-response relationship. The sensitivity of the tumours to CDDP lends support to its use in humans with this malignancy.